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burners were lit under the dishes, and when the mixture had evaporated
to a certain specific gravity it was poured into other porcelain pans
and left overnight. This pouring caused much splashing, against which
neither leather nor rubber gloves afforded complete protection. Next
day the mother liquors were poured off, leaving the crystals of silver
nitrate to dry. The crystals were then broken up, washed with distilled
water, and placed in drying ovens. The door of the oven was opened
from time to time and the crystals were broken up. This process some-
times caused silver nitrate to spatter over the faces of the workmen.
The crystals were then sifted through a line sieve with the result that
fine particles of silver nitrate were present in the atmosphere for long
periods.
Clinical           Workers affected by generalized argyria arc called by their fcllow-
vteture          workers 'blue men'. The face, forehead, neck, hands, and forearms
Discoloration are of a dark slaty-grey colour, uniform in distribution and varying in
depth according to the degree of exposure. Pale scars up to about 6 mm.
across may be found on the face, hands, and forearms, due to the caustic
effects of silver nitrate. The conjunctivac vary from slight discoloration
to a deep brown colour^ the lower palpcbral portion being particularly
affected. The posterior border of the lower lid, the caruncle, and the
plica semilunaris are deeply piginented and may be almost black. The
finger nails are a deep chocolate-brown colour. The buccal mucosa
is slaty-grey or bluish in colour. Very slight pigmentation may be
detected in the covered parts of the skin. The too nails may show a
slight bluish discoloration.
Workers who silvered glass beads developed fissures around the lips
and in the mouth generally, and the teeth were stated to become black
within eight days, gradually to soften, to break to pieces, and to come
out painlessly within a few years. The tongue showed the earliest sign
of pigmentation. The first discoloration of the skin began three or four
years after beginning the work. Christmas-cracker makers (i rst developed
conjunctivitis accompanied by pain and lacrimation, and secondly a
permanent pigmentation of the conjunctiva (Bridge).
At necropsy cases of generalized argyria arising in industry show grey
pigmentation of the skin, buccal and nasal mucosae, larynx:, trachea,
bronchi, endocardium, intima of large elastic arteries and great veins,
intermediate zone of kidneys, ureters, bladder, testes, epididymcs,
raesenteric glands, and choroid plexus,
Preventive       It is almost certain that the modern methods used in handling silver
treatment      compounds in industry have abolished generalized argyria, Now that
glass beads are made and silvered by machinery argyria has disappeared
from Bohemia (Teleky). Similarly argyria is no longer seen in Christmas-
cracker makers.
In the up-to-date manufacture of silver nitrate, silver and concentrated
nitric acid are mixed in a closed apparatus on the top floor of the
works. The solution of silver nitrate is passed by pipes to the floor
below where it is concentrated in an apparatus known as the film steam